Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 150 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.037; wR factor = 0.097; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.4.
1,3-Bis(2,6-diisopropylphenyl)imidazolidin-2-ylidene N. A. Giffin, A. D. Hendsbee and J. D. Masuda Comment Free carbenes have received substantial attention in the literature since their introduction by Igau et al. (1989) . Arduengotype carbenes, described by Linus Pauling as push-push, mesomeric pull-pull (Pauling, 1980) are electronically stabilized through donating amino-substituents and sterically protected by alkyl substituted phenyl groups in the 1,3-positions. Beginning in 1991, free diamino carbenes such as the 1,3-bis(1-adamantyl)imidazol-2-ylidiene (Arduengo et al., 1991) have garnered substantial notoriety across chemical disciplines.
As a result of the increased steric bulk associated with the flanking 2,6-diisopropylphenyl substiuents the title free carbene exibits a N1-C1-N2 bond angle of 104.98 (11)°. This angle represents substantial relaxation when compared to the IPr carbene, 1,3-bis(2,6-diisopropylphenyl)imidazol-2-ylidiene, 101.4 (2)° and the IMes carbene 1,3-bis (2,4,6trimethylphenyl)imidazolidin-2-ylidiene, 101.4 (3)° (Arduengo et al., 1999) . However, the N1-C1-N2 angle in the title molecule is similar to that of the saturated analogue of IMes, 1,3-bis(2,4,6-trimethylphenyl)imidazolidin-2-ylidiene, 104.7 (3)° (Arduengo et al., 1995) . It should be noted that the unit-cell parameters are nearly identical to those reported for the analagous IPr carbene (Arduengo et al., 1999) . This is not surprising as the addition of two Hydrogen atoms to the C=C bond in the backbone of the molecule will casue little change in the overall molecular volume and shape of the parent molecule relative to that of the imidazol-2-ylidiene.
Experimental 1,3-bis(2,6-diisopropylphenyl)imidazolidin-2-ylidene was prepared through the addition of 0.466 g of potassium bis-hexamethyl disilazide to a solution of 1.00 g (0.234 mmol) of 1,3-bis(2,6-diisopropylphenyl) imidazolidinium chloride (0.234 mmol) in diethylether. Volatiles were removed under reduced pressure and the remaining solid was dissolved in pentane, filtered through diatomaceous earth and cooled to 243 K yielding colorless blocks of (I). The proton NMR matched that in the literature of the title ylidene (Arduengo et al., 1999) .
Refinement
The H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions with C-H distances of 0.95Å (aromatic),0.98Å (idealized tertiary), 0.99Å (Idealized secondary) and 0.98Å (Idealized methyl). H atoms were constrained to ride on the parent C atom with U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C) for aromatic, U iso (H) = 1.5Ueq(C) for the idealized methyl protons, U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C) for the idealized tertiary protons and U iso (H) = 1.2Ueq(C) for the idealized secondary protons. A short contact distance of 1.89
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